
Triduum Retreat at the Roman Catholic 

Benedictine Abbey of Ampleforth in North 

Yorkshire. I did the same last year. Now 

the community hosts around 500 - 600 

guests from Maundy Thursday to Easter 

Monday.—what I call a “Full Immersion 

Holy Week”.  

And, as always, it was glorious and 

transforming. As indeed it was 46 years 

ago when I first visited Ampleforth for the 

Triduum, then one of only a handful of 

guests staying in the monastic communi-

ty. This I did each year from 1973 to1975.  

These visits at this most holy time of the 

Christian Year changed my life. For the 

first time I was exposed to the power and 

potential of full- fledged, Catholic, sacra-

mental worship in the context of a deeply 

committed Christian community and ex-

pressed in prayerful and highly symbolic 

ritual.  

And, every year since then, I am again,, 

by Grace, changed by the liturgies. This 

year, I was struck by my Christian journey 

since my first visit at 20 years old, and I 

rejoice in the “Full Circle” that, without 

any deliberate plan, has now emerged in 

my observation of the Triduum. Such 

brings for me, I suppose, a sense of com-

pletion, fulfilment and joy as well as a 

sense of hope and promise and a ‘Divine 

Plan’ in life.. 

……I was struck during the exquisite 

chanting of the ancient and wonderful 

great song of Easter, the Exsultet, that is 

sung as the Paschal Candle is placed in 

its prominent resting place at the Great 

Vigil of Easter and which will burn during 

the days of Eastertide, by these words: “O 
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A S C E N S I O N — F U L L  C I R C L E  

Inside this Edition 
Editor’s Note: I asked an old friend of mine, 
Al Sisley to again contribute an article for 
the St. B. Bulletin, this time on the mean-
ing of Ascension which occurs at the end of 
May.  Enjoy his thought-provoking reflec-
tions on the Ascension as Full Circle. 

 

Cathy asked to write about the Ascension 

of Our Lord Jesus Christ. To do so, I shall 

ask you to join up the dots, as it were, and, 

in the process, perhaps ask yourselves 

what some of these ramblings might mean 

to you, if anything at all! 

 

Full Circle 

Since I was a late teenager I have been a 

fan of the extraordinary, unique, superla-

tive, charming, exquisite, heart-melting, 

English Mezzo Soprano, Dame Janet Baker! 

In 1984 I was given her autobiography, 

“Full Circle” which I consumed with relish. A 

few years ago a kind friend invited me to a 

concert and actually introduced me to 

Dame Janet. Imagine my excitement! I met 

her and babbled away like a love-struck 

teenager meeting their idol! I talked nerv-

ously but did manage to tell her how much 

I had enjoyed her autobiography all those 

years ago, and which I still have and still 

look at it. She seemed genuinely touched 

and surprised when I also said that I had 

recommended the book over the years for 

its religious content. I recommend it to you, 

as well as the recently broadcast BBC pro-

gram, a moving and very human review 

with her and her husband of her life and 

career. And of course any of her recordings. 

……. (dots mean please join the dots with 

what has gone before and what follows!) 

Last month, I was privileged to attend the 

S T .  B A R N A B A S  R O S E N E A T H  
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truly blessed night, when things of 

heaven are wed to those of earth, and 

divine to the human”. 

………In the old days the Paschal 

Candle would burn in churches for just 

40 days, until the feast of the Ascen-

sion, (nowadays usually for 50 days, 

until Pentecost), signifying the pres-

ence of the Risen Christ on earth, until 

His Ascension, his return to heaven - 

his going back whence he came, if you 

will.  

……Jesus’ resurrected and now    

ascended body still bears the wounds 

of his death and passion, yes trans-

formed, but most definitely not elimi-

nated or removed or forgotten. Thus 

he blazes the path for us who are in 

Him by Baptism and nurtured and re-

newed in sacramental Grace, and who 

bear our own wounds and sufferings. 

Jesus blazing The Trail to Glory for you 

and me. Or as The American Book of 

Common Prayer succinctly puts it in 

the Proper Preface for the Ascension, 

“that where he is, we might also be, 

and reign with him in glory”. 

………I think we do not always fully 

appreciate the unique profundity and 

significance of the Incarnation, the 

Christian truth so memorably summed 

up for us in the Prologue of the Gospel 

of St. John: “And the Word was made 

flesh and dwelt among us” (Jn 1:14). 

That is, the second person of the 

Blessed Trinity, born, as all humanity,  

“of a woman” (Gal. 4:4)  and taking on 

all that it means to be a human being, 

but without sin - though good to re-

member, with temptation, suffering 

and pain. And like all humanity 

“suffered death”. 

Why? …….“That where he is, we 

might also be and reign with him in 

glory”. Or, in the words of an ancient 

Collect, used at Christmastide in our 

own tradition,: 

“O God, who didst wonderfully create 

and yet more wonderfully restore the 

dignity of human nature , grant we 

beseech thee that we might partake in 

his divinity who vouchsafed to partake 

of our humanity “. (It is worth noting 

too that this is the prayer that priests 

may say as they mingle the wine and 

water in the chalice at the Offertory at 

Mass, symbolising, among other 

things, the union of the Lord’s human 

and divine natures). 

Humanity and divinity united in a 

single piece, as it were, and still united 

in the Ascension of Jesus. So humani-

ty enters into the bosom of the 

Blessed Trinity. 

…….“When all things were in quiet 

silence and night was in the midst of 

her swift course, thine almighty word, 

O Lord, leaped down from thy royal 

throne” - poetic words from the Book 

of Wisdom which form part of the In-

troit for a mass of Christmas. The be-

ginning of the Circle of Salvation 

……“Men of Galilee, why do you 

stand looking into heaven?” This    

Jesus, who was taken up from you into 

heaven, will come in the same way as 

you saw him go into heaven” (Acts 

1:11.RSV).  

The Circle of Salvation is completed. 

“Full Circle”.  And so two hopes are 

born - for ourselves as Jesus’ brothers 

and sisters, redeemed and made one 

with Him by his blood, His ‘blood rela-

tives’.  And hope for the completion of 

All things when he comes again in 

glory. The latter the great themes of 

Advent which prepare us of the feast 

of the Incarnation 

Full Circle…….The Garden of Eden, 

The First Adam, the Fall; the birth, the 

passion in the Garden of Gethsemane, 

and the death, resurrection and     

ascension of the New Adam……… 

Full Circle. 



PARISH RETREAT DAY— THE POTTER AND THE CLAY 

WITH JOY COWLEY—SATURDAY 08 JUNE 2019 

Joy Cowley, one of New Zealand’s most impactful and treasured novelists and children’s books authors, will lead a Parish 

Day Retreat at St Barnabas on Saturday June 8. The title is “The Potter and the Clay”.  We will meet at 9.30am and con-

clude at 4pm.  We will share a pot-luck lunch. 

Joy is well known for her retreats and writings and we are fortunate to have her come to us for this parish occasion. She 

promises the retreat will be interactive as we discover ourselves and our sense of spirituality. 

To register kindly contact Tom (tommitre10@gmail.com) OR Kate (katejchurchill@gmail.com). 

Last year, Steven Benford, Bishop of Dunedin, invited New Zealand Anglicans to attend a hui on the ministry and mission 

of the church from an Anglo Catholic perspective.  The aim was to inspire those from the catholic tradition of Anglicanism to 

be a positive force for the Gospel and a model for effective mission today.  Some 80 Anglicans from around the country 

gathered at All Saints’ Church, Dunedin, looked to the future and discussed how to best harness the riches of the catholic 

tradition.  Attendees worshipped, socialised, encouraged and learnt from each other — and had a great time! 

A second hui is being held at St. Peter’s on Willis Street 15th and 17th August.  The leading speaker will be the Rt. Rev. 

Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of Chelmsford, UK.  Since 2015 he has been the President of the Affirming Anglican Catholicism 

Movement which operates in the UK, Ireland, the USA, and Canada,. This movement has developed a theological stance 

that is liberal in matters of inclusivity but traditionally Catholic in matters of liturgy and the centrality and theology of 

the sacraments.   

 As Wellington’s principal Anglo-Catholic parish, St. B’s parishioners and lay ministry have much to share on the richness, 

beauty and music of our worship tradition and much to gain in encouragement from being part of a broader supportive 

movement. This is an opportunity to build out ideas on how we can grow  as a Parish.  Because we are “locals”, we do not 

have too many logistic hurdles to overcome to attend.  It would great to see a really good turn-out of St. B. parishioners at 

this event.  We are already represented on the organising committee, so mark the dates on your calendar!  To register, click 

here.  There is a $50.00 fee to cover costs. 

The Hui is very much supported by the Bishop of Wellington, the Rt. Rev. Justin Duckworth, and the Assistant Bishop of 

Wellington, the Rt. Rev Dr. Eleanor Sanderson: “We believe the hui will provide valuable perspectives on the variety of wor-

ship, liturgy, theology and discipleship that our broad church can offer.” 

NATIONAL ANGLO-CATHOLIC  HUI   

ST PETER’S ON WILLIS STREET, 15TH TO 17TH AUGUST 2019 
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keeping a wary eye on him.   As our 

wonderful friend Val Taylor would  

put it: “They would have got him for 

child abuse these days!”  I would 

have liked to have seen the punch-

up  when Jesus overturned the mon-

ey-changers’tables and drove the 

animals out of the synagogue—

swinging fists, bad language, must 

have been quite exciting.  

In conclusion, I look forward to the 

Second Coming.  I like a good fire-

works  display and it promises to be 

something better than anything Ceil 

B. DeMille could come up with! 

I had lived in Roseneath from about 

1977, I think.  After about seven 

years, my sister stayed with me one 

weekend and it was at her instigation 

that we decided to attend a service 

at St. B’s.  I had often exchanged 

greetings with the Priest-in-Charge in 

the mornings as I walked down Lin-

dum Terrace, past the Vicarage on 

the way to Oriental Bay to catch the 

bus, but had never attended a      

service.  

We met up with Myrla and George 

Kernick and as no doubt with many, 

found them more than interesting.  

My sister had always had a leaning to 

the higher side of the Anglican 

Church and enjoyed the style of    

worship enormously.   

Anyway, I enjoyed the company at 

St. B’s (and the glass after the      

service!) as well as the picnics and 

other social activities.  I did a bit of 

cleaning which occupied a bit of my 

spare time, which possibly I should 

have used to clearing up the chaos at 

my own place.  

It was on one such occasion that I 

had finished at the Church and came 

out to see a couple looking at me 

from the bus stop. And the man   

approached me and asked me about 

the Service.  As usual I couldn’t keep 

my mouth shut.  I said: the flock was a 

mixed bag of weirdos!  I suggested 

that if they liked to come in they could 

sit at the back and escape if it wasn’t 

to their taste but if they cared to stay  

then I would shout them a glass of 

plonk  when the show was over!   

Anyway, they came, and met the   

Kernicks and others and we learnt 

that their name was Wimbush.  He 

was born in Kenya.  They were here for 

six months with the Fisheries research 

place at Evans Bay and had come 

from Woods Hole in Massachusetts, 

USA! I then realised that his scientific 

standing was  really something.  You 

have to have at least three Ph.Ds. 

there to get a job even as a floor-

sweeper His wife, a charming lady, 

was the daughter of the only Anglican 

Bishop of Japan.  When they left, they 

paid for the Church flowers for the 

next six months 

St. B’s seemed to be a sort of gath-

ering place.  Maybe its location is like 

a reef on which people run aground, 

like the drifter boats in the Western 

Isles but perhaps not as deliberately 

as in Compton MacKenzies “Whiskey 

galore.” 

With me, I found the Old Testament 

of the Bible much more to my liking.  

The  New Testament, always  seemed 

repetitive and dull.  As well, it was in-

comprehensible to me that Christ, as 

an intelligent person, would persist in 

sacrificing himself for what I saw as a 

doomed cause.  I do feel a bit of sym-

pathy for Pilate—he saw no harm in 

Jesus Christ, probably viewed him just 

as a young man suffering from delu-

sions as would we if someone  came 

to St. B’s one Sunday and told us he 

was Jesus.  He would be whipped off 

to the Mason Clinic!   

Malcolm Muggeridge did once say 

that he saw the Bible as an essentially 

humourless document. Maybe, but 

there are plenty of sketch material 

with Abraham carving the Sunday  

Joint, or maybe the Saturday one with  

young Ike at the far end of the table 

Bill Wall 

Reflect ions of  a  St .  B ’s   Par ishioner   

Volunteers  
Needed 

Catering Helpers 
needed to Support 
the Refugee Family 
Support Volunteers  

 

Anglican and Catholic churches 

in partnership with the Red Cross 

have been helping set up houses 

for former refugee family moving 

to NZ   This involves compiling all 

the household goods and then 

setting up the home.  St. Barna-

bas parishioners have helped with 

the setup house task.   

Tthe partnership needs at least 

two volunteers to help with the 

catering for the volunteers who 

check and sort household goods. . 

This happens every 2 months 

and catering is needed for Sunday 

afternoon, Monday and Tuesday 

for morning teas and lunches and 

afternoon tea. There are 10-12 

people to cater for and expenses 

are reimbursed.  The next intake 

started Sunday afternoon 16 

June.  

If you would like to help or would 

like more information, please con-

tact Patricia Cooper Anglican Dio-

cese Refugee Re Settlement Coor-

dinator at Patricia @wn.ang.org.nz 

 Thank you. 

4                  Open-handed. Open-Hearted. Open-Minded



SERVICES 
Sunday Masses  08:30AM and 10:00AM 

 

 

SAINTS/FEAST DAYS 
30 May —Ascension Day  - Mass at 6:00PM 

 

Priest-in-Charge  
 
 
Priest Assistants 
Fr. John Mullis 
021-167-5668 
johnmullis1@gmail.com 
 
Fr. David Tannock 
(04) 386-3836 
davidtannock@xtra.co.nz 
 
Director of Music 
Mark Dorrell 
(04) 528-5019 
mwdorrell@hotmail.com 
 
Bishop’s Warden 
Michael Doherty 
022-404-1152 
michaelvobiscum@gmail.com 
 
People’s Warden 
Ann Coffey 
(04) 385-8787 
Coffey.w@xtra.co.nz 
 
Prayer Chain 
Pippa Christmas 
(04) 475-9955 
pippaxmas@gmail.com 
 
Youth Group 
Ruben Laurensen 
youth@allsaints.org.nz 
 
Bulletin Editor 
Cathy Downes 
021-051-0009 
gwytherstick@gmail.com 

REMEMBER THESE DATES  

Francisco Camilo (1610-1671) 
Ascension 1651 

PA R I S H  D I R E C T O R Y  

It’s been a tradition over many years 

for St Barnabas to hold “Tables of 8.” 

This is a fantastic opportunity to get to 

know fellow parishioners in a relaxed 

home setting.  People are asked to sign 

up as either hosts or guests.  Guests 

are then secretly allocated to hosts to 

create a table of 8 people.  

In the past guests were asked to bring 

a specific dish for example dessert or 

salad etc.  

This time we decided to experiment 

with “pot luck” for a more relaxed and 

informal approach. Some people (not 

naming and shaming here) were hoping 

Anthea Mullis 

Tables of  8 ! ! !  -  31st  March  2019  

for a solid menu of desserts! That did 

not happen!  

The response to the pot luck “Tables 

of 8”  has been overwhelmingly posi-

tive. The surprise menus proved to be 

yummy and diverse.  

All in all there were 26 people spread 

over three tables. A wonderful re-

sponse.   And a big thank you to our 

hosts Helen Milne, Pippa Christmas 

and Jane hill for the  generous open-

ings  their homes for this event. 

We look forward to the next one with 

great anticipation. 

Anthea and Rosemary. 
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ASCENSION PRAYERS 

Ascension Day Vespers Prayer 

O King of Glory, 

Lord of Hosts, 

Who didst this day ascend in triumph 

above all the heavens! 

Leave us not orphans, 

but send upon us the Spirit of Truth, 

promised by the Father. Alleluia! 

The Liturgical Year: Book 9  

Anglican Collect for Ascension Day 

Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, 

that like as we do believe thy only-

begotten Son our Lord, Jesus Christ 

to have ascended into the heavens; 

so we may also in heart and mind 

thither ascend, 

and with him continually dwell, 

who liveth and reigneth with thee and 

the Holy Ghost, 

one God, world without end. Amen. 

1928 Book of Common Prayer  


