
not have a dedicated Parish Priest?  For 

example, there is the idea of  Mutual Min-

istry where the Parish would be led a 

team of current parishioner and visiting 

priests plus a qualified part-time 

“Enabler” from outside;  The question 

was: would this be good for us?  

Mark Williams spoke to the ideas of a 

“braided” community where resources 

and functions from complementary Par-

ishes are shared.  He used the example 

that we are currently working with St.  

Peter’s to share a Parish Administrator. 

Other ideas were discussed including 

the role of St. Barnabas as a training   

parish for ordinands, interested priests 

and theological teachers in exposing them 

to Anglo-Catholic worship tradition, work-

ing with St. john’s Theological College.   

The idea of providing a Parish retreat 

service was explored where the church 

would be open during the week, with ros-

tered people to cover non-service times 

and the vicarage offering short-term re-

treat accommodation or as a Community 

or Anglican Youth Mission house.  

iI was the collective view that while 

these options would help St. B’s mission, 

none offer a long term solution and most 

depend critically on the central Spiritual 

and Parish leadership of a dedicated  

Priest, even if such a Priest was only avail-

able on a part-time basis. Different      

options for work sharing arrangements 

were discussed. It was the concerted view 

of the meeting that the Nominators 

should renew their efforts to refine the job 

description etc. and progress to re- adver-

tise  for a new Priest for the Parish. 
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Inside this Edition 
31 members of the Parish gathered on 

Saturday 16 February at the Parish Hall for 

a Great Discussion, including the Nomina-

tors, Wardens and most Vestry members, 

and Mr. Roger Wigglesworth from the 

Board of Nominations.  Apologies were re-

ceived from an additional 13 Parishioners. 

 Aided and abetted by Anne Coffey’s    

succulent ham and cheese croissants and 

coffee, everyone engaged in one of the 

things that we do best —talk!!  And just like 

the Word, God saw that it was good! 

The meeting was divided into three parts.  

First, the Nominators and the Wardens 

covered the actions taken to date in the 

search for a new Priest, and set the context 

for a discussion of next steps in this 

search.  Ably facilitated by Jane Hill, we 

also looked at the current activities and 

mission focus of the Parish.   

It is often the case in such interregnum 

periods that it is too easy to focus on what 

is not happening and lose focus on what is!  

In this regard, it was important to remind  

ourselves just how incredibly active and 

engaged the Parish is—some 15 activities 

and missions were listed! 

Then everyone joined groups of their 

choosing to deep dive on Parish goals of 

being better connected, growing spiritually, 

serving and ministering in the Parish, serv-

ing Christ’s Mission in the world, and the 

Children’s and Young Families Programme.  

Each group tabled ideas for moving forward 

on each of these to guide both the nomina-

tors and the Vestry. 

The third part of the meeting focused on 

some hard “What if-ing” - what possibilities 

might exist in a way forward if we were to 
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from a baby and I have often had to 

improvise prayers and simple ritual 

acts when parents have no specific 

faith; these acts lay the foundation for 

future healing.   

Medical science is truly wonderful 

in the insights it offers of the human 

body and the extraordinary ways in 

which that body and the mind can be 

treated.  For people of faith that won-

der is to be embraced and celebrated.  

It is also to be placed within the con-

text of God’s love, God’s creative pow-

er and God’s hope.   

Surgery can be miraculous.  The 

75-year old patient from Hawke’s Bay 

was about to fly home.   My last visit 

brought the comment, “When you 

anointed me and said that seven days 

later I would have walked up two 

flights of stairs and be about to go 

home I thought you were joking!”  The 

inner journey of that past week was no 

joke, however, and a large listening 

ear, prayer and Holy Communion were 

important parts of it.   

The Intensive Care Unit has the 

most extraordinary medical machinery 

and it is staffed by people of huge 

training, intelligence and emotional 

intelligence.  Life is always on the 

edge and a simple anointing, baptism, 

a prayer, scripture reading, exchange 

of marriage vows or the more formal 

prayers of commendation, all of which 

I have taken in the unit, can have such 

power and meaning.  Here the very 

simplest things can be so important, 

as with the woman who, about to go 

home, thanked me profusely, “You 

were the first person in ICU who 

smiled, and that gave me hope.”     

It’s not the most sexy part of the 

hospital, but the renal unit is a place 

of heroes.  The long grueling journey 

on dialysis, sometimes accompanied 

with amputations, is a journey of cour-

age and often surprising cheerfulness.  

A kidney transplant can be transfor-

mational and it is hard to surpass the 

sheer joy of the cry, “I can pee!” 

If you think the body is complicat-

ed, go to the Psychiatric ward.  It’s 

bursting with energy because the pa-

tients are generally younger than in 

Father David Tannock 

the rest of the hospital.  Nothing 

here is predictable.  The religious 

patients can be a real menace; reli-

gious ideation and stylised religious 

behaviour hold intimacy and nor-

mality at bay in relationships with 

self, with others and with God.  It’s 

not helpful trying to understand 

what is going on in this ward; calm-

ness, presence and a genuine per-

sonal enjoyment of the patients in 

the midst of apparent chaos usually 

works best and is not that far from 

ordinary life in the “normal” world.     

With proper training some of the 

chaplains join the Critical Incident 

Debriefing team.  Following a care-

fully structured process these de-

briefs give the hospital teams a 

chance to process emotionally the 

impact of some of the incidents in 

which they become involved.  In very 

few other workplaces do staff meet 

such extraordinary challenges as 

part of their daily work.   

The hospital can be unbelievably 

sad; it can burst with hope and joy.  

Sometimes it is as funny as Black-

adder; at others it is as depressing 

as my sermons.  Always it is real.  

And simple human presence, the 

Gospel, prayer, the sacraments, 

scripture readings, ears which have 

only very small lips and tongues 

attached, all have a real (that word 

again) place to be and they work 

without any ecclesiastical machin-

ery.  This is a ministry which can be 

very important to patients, to their 

families and to hospital staff.  It is 

also an important witness to God in 

one of the most significant institu-

tions in our secular society.   

Please consider talking to Pippa 

Christmas about her experience as 

a chaplaincy volunteer, and talk to 

Margaret Rowe about the work of 

the Wellington Chaplaincy Trust  

A modern tertiary hospital is an 

amazing place of skilled and com-

plex processes.  It is also a place of 

human hope, bewilderment, bitter 

disappointment, dislocation from 

everything familiar, fear, hope, death 

and new life.  There are so many 

stories and so many journeys.  The 

stories are not really mine to share 

and some of them are very intimate - 

the chaplain is available to be pre-

sent as a companion on those jour-

neys to bring healing and hope be-

yond the medication and surgery. 

Come with me to the Neo-Natal 

Intensive Care Unit.  Look at the 

mother sitting beside the incubator 

containing her premature child.  The 

child’s physical life is being main-

tained by a mass of tubes and moni-

tors.  There is another connection, 

emotional this time, between mother 

and child.  What is being given 

through this connection?  What part 

does it play in the baby’s survival?  

In the baby’s flourishing?  There is 

so much mystery in the human con-

dition, in the connection of each per-

son with another, with others and 

with the Other.  The tiny, scrawny 

baby, born at just over half the time 

of a normal pregnancy, weighs about 

the same as what we used to call a 

pound of butter.  The parents and 

older siblings are in for an emotional 

roller-coaster ride.  A small family 

baptism may be held to establish the 

child as a full member of God’s fami-

ly and bring some stability to the 

weeks ahead.  In this story, repeated 

many times with vastly different out-

comes, the chaplain’s many visits 

can bring emotional consistency and 

hopefulness.  It is shattering when 

life-support has to be withdrawn 



making the pilgrimage from their 

parishes at home and abroad, many 

coming to the principal    pilgrimages 

during the year: the   National Pil-

grimage. the Youth  Pilgrimage and 

the Pilgrimage of Healing and Re-

newal. 

It has been my great joy and privi-

lege to have led groups of pilgrims 

over the last 35 years.  I think all  

would agree that Walsingham is one 

of those places where the veil be-

tween earth and heaven is very thin; 

and that in its extraordinariness it 

also is very ordinary, ‘down to earth’  

as Grace seeps easily into the arter-

ies of the soul and even the bones of 

the body. It is demonstrably a place 

of healing and renewal. One is put in 

mind of the famous line from T S 

Eliot’s poem, Little Gidding: 

    “You are here to kneel 

     Where prayer has been valid.” 

But Walsingham not only comforts 

and renews, it also challenges us as 

individuals and as unspectacular 

communities  - that we too, by emp-

tying ourselves of those false selves, 

may, like Mary, be filled with God, so 

that we may make Jesus Incarnate 

in our own time and space - in other 

words, that we too become Naza-

reths where God announces to the 

world his tangible and redeeming 

Love in Jesus. 

Every parish church I believe is 

called to be a Bethlehem ( literally 

“House of Bread”) and a Nazareth 

whoever and wherever we may be. 
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The Angl ican Shrine of  Our  Lady of              

Walsingham  

[Editor’s Note: Al Sisley is an old  English 

friend  of mine who has led many pilgrimages 

to the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham.] 
 

 

Archeologists have suggested that 

the small village was probably 

around 480 souls. It had no distin-

guished heritage or reputation. It 

could be said it was a nowhere in the 

middle of nowhere!   

In such a small village the local 

carpenter would have been busy and 

well known. It is likely that his fiancée 

would be from the same village. So 

the Greatest Story that there ever 

was finds its beginnings in spectacu-

larly unspectacular circumstances. 

The village is, of course, Nazareth. 

The carpenter was, of course, called 

Joseph. His fiancée, Mary, not only 

“put the town on the map”, she 

changed the course of history. All she 

had to say was “yes” to the invitation 

which came by way of an announce-

ment by the Angel Gabriel.  From all 

this unfolds the central and unique 

claim and belief of the Christian 

Faith, namely, that Jesus of Nazareth 

is God and man. 

Skip just over 1000 years to an-      

other woman in another small village, 

this time in North Norfolk, East Anglia  

Britain. The woman is the Lady of the 

manor Richeldis de Feverches and 

the year is 1061, just a few years 

before the Norman Conquest. 

Richeldis sought a deed to pay 

homage to the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

In prayer she was transported to the 

Holy House of the Holy Family in Naz-

areth and she was bidden to build a 

replica. But where? At the end of her 

prayer a well sprung up beside her 

and that was the sign of where.   

She too did what she was bidden 

and built the Holy House next to the 

well and containing eventually an 

image of Our Lady holding the Christ 

Child as if presenting him to the 

world. From those humble beginnings 

that Holy House and its well with its 

healing powers became one of the 

most important places of pilgrimage in 

Europe, and in England second only to 

the later shrine of St. Thomas a    

Becket at Canterbury (d.1170).  

And so it remained and flourished 

under the care of Augustinian canons, 

between about 1150, until 1538 

when it was looted and largely de-

stroyed as part of the Cromwellian 

suppression of the monasteries.  

The holy site then lay abandoned 

until 1922 when the local Vicar at  

Walsingham, Fr Hope (yes that really 

was his first name!) Patten revived the 

image of Our Lady of Walsingham, 

basing it on that found on a medieval 

seal in the British Museum. He placed 

the image in the parish church and 

pilgrims were drawn once more and 

made the journey to North Norfolk not 

only in devotion 

to the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, but 

also in search of 

healing and re-

newal, as they 

had centuries 

before. 

In so many numbers did they come 

that in 1931 Hope Patten built a new 

complex in the centre of the medieval 

village. At its centre was the shrine 

church and at its centre a replica of 

the Holy House and its centre the   

image of Our Lady of Walsingham. 

And so it has grown and continued to 

 this day. Tens of thousands of visitors 

arrive each year, many with groups 

Al Sisley 



SAINTS/FEAST DAYS 
06 Mar — Ash Wednesday— 

                 the First Day  of Lent 

 

25 Mar — The Annunciation of Our 

                  Saviour to the Blessed  

                  Virgin 

SERVICES 
Sunday Masses  08AM and 10AM 

 

06 Mar Wednesday 7:30PM Ash Wednesday Mass 

 

 

SPECIAL ACTIVIT IES  
24 Mar  Sunday—Parish Annual General Meeting 

 

31 Mar Sunday—Tables of 8—Bring your potluck meal item to Church.  

Everyone will meet at 12.30 in the Hall to find out which table they will 

be going to.  If you are interested in joining a table, please TEXT 021-210

-2891 or 021 234-5907, so that the table assignments can be made up.  

PA R I S H  D I R E C T O R Y  
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Priest-in-Charge  
 
 
 
 
Priest Assistants 
Fr. John Mullis 
021-167-5668 
johnmullis1@gmail.com 
 
Fr. David Tannock 
(04) 386-3836 
davidtannock@xtra.co.nz 
 
Director of Music 
Mark Dorrell 
(04) 528-5019 
mwdorrell@hotmail.com 
 
Bishop’s Warden 
Michael Doherty 
022-404-1152 
michaelvobiscum@gmail.com 
 
People’s Warden 
Ann Coffey 
(04) 385-8787 
Coffey.w@xtra.co.nz 
 
Prayer Chain 
Pippa Christmas 
(04) 475-9955 
pippaxmas@gmail.com 
 
Youth Group 
Ruben Laurensen 
youth@allsaints.org.nz 
 
Bulletin Editor 
Cathy Downes 
021-051-0009 
gwytherstick@gmail.com 

REMEMBER THESE DATES  

In the days prior to [and during] 

Lent, try one or more of these       

suggestions. 

Ask God, every day, “What does my 

soul need?” Just ask, and wait quiet-

ly. Because we’re very good at fool-

ing ourselves about how we’re doing, 

it might take several days of praying 

this question before we’re truly open 

and humble enough to know the an-

swer. 

Ask God, every day, “What about 

my life makes you happy?” Yes, 

when God looks at your life, some 

parts of it—perhaps many aspects of 

it—bring joy to God’s heart. Think of 

how your children or grandchildren or 

other people close to you make you 

happy. God is in relationship with 

you, which means that your sins 

grieve God’s heart, but also that your 

growth and love and freedom and 

kindness bring joy to God...Again, you 

will probably need to pray this a few 

times before you are willing to con-

sider that you give God pleasure, 

that you make God happy in any way. 

Stick with this little prayer and keep 

listening. 

Tell God, and yourself, every day, “I 

want to be open to the graces of this 

Lenten season.” Maybe you’re not 

open right now, or you’re not as open 

and willing as you’d like to be or 

think you should be. What else is 

new? We can always open our lives a 

bit more, let go of more stuff, listen 

better, and do more quickly and  

passionately what we know helps 

nurture God’s kingdom on earth. 

 

Reprinted with permission from 

Ignatius Spiruality Vinita Hampton 

Wright, “How to Prepare for Lent”  

If you would like to find out more 

about the Ignatian Spiritual Way, 

there is a video series available. 

PRAYER STARTERS FOR LENT! 

Sandro Botticelli (1445-1510),  
The Annunciation (circa 1485) 

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/25341/how-to-prepare-for-lent
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/what-is-ignatian-spirituality/the-ignatian-way

