
You Call My Name 
Joy Cowley 

You call me in a place of beauty 

speaking through snow on mountains 

and bellbirds singing up the morning, 

You, my Creator. 

 

You call me at moments of darkness, 

Telling me not to be afraid, 

That this is also a time of giving, 

You, my Teacher. 

 

You call me with tenderness 

in the eyes of children 

and the touch of those dear to me, 

You, my Lover. 

 

And the purpose of every call, 

is to bring me closer to You  
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Epiphany is a season of insight. And I 

find it a beautiful God-incidence that in 

New Zealand it happens at the very time 

that we all just relax and have a break. 

Days are longer, the weather is (mostly) 

warm and still. Everything conspires to 

bring us to a better state of being. 

It is in this state of good food, friend-

ship and activity that we will find moments 

of epiphany. Moments where we ponder 

our pace of life, our relationships and our 

work and consider what changes we might 

want to make. 

There is the usual joke about New 

Year's resolutions not lasting very long. But 

that is not what I am talking about here. 

Because I believe firmly that when we are 

at our most relaxed we are in the best 

place to have insight into our lives and 

make lasting choices. In these times of rest 

we hear the beat of God's heart for us and 

we long to sustain that rhythm.  

So as you wind down and appreciate 

the January that calms and revives you, be 

mindful of those moments of epiphany. 

May God bless you, those you love and 

those you struggle to love, Amen. 

On a personal note, I am finishing up 

at St Barnabas after 15 months of wonder-

ful, joyful ministry. This parish is a balm for 

the soul. Thank you for your hospitality and 

love - may you find the priest that you de-

serve! Arohanui,  

 

Reverend Annette  

signing off for the last time.  
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INTRODUCING NEW PARISH VESTRY MEMBERS  

At the December 9th Annual Parish 

Meeting, parishioners elected six mem-

bers to Vestry: Ann Gaynor, Ben 

McConnell, Cathy Downes, Mark    Wil-

liams, James Heslop and Pippa     

Christmas.  Here Pippa, Cathy and 

James introduce- themselves .   
 

Pippa Christmas 

My favourite occupation is Cloud 

Watching.  My favourite piece of equip-

ment is a Paintbrush.  My favourite sea-

son is Autumn and my favourite day of 

the year is Boxing Day.  My favourite 

food is fresh Salmon Salad and my fa-

vourite midnight snack is  yoghurt and 

marmalade!  My favourite city is Rome 

and my favourite means of travel is by 

train. 
 

Cathy Downes 

I have recently returned to St. B’s 

after 15 years working in Washington 

D.C.  I came to St. B’s in the 

1990s, and was inspired by the 

Anglo-catholic worship tradition, 

and became a chorister under 

Director of Music Eric Copper-

wheat.  I served on the Vestry 

and led various sausage-sizzle 

fundraisers, and one fair (never 

again!).  My favourite activity is 

learning.  My favourite piece of 

equipment is a computer and 

the internet.  My favourite sea-

son is summer.  My favourite 

food is hokey pokey ice cream, 

and my favourite city is the 

beach,    
 

James Heslop 

In 1981 a friend brought me 

to St Barnabas and while Mi-

chael Blain was the main reason 

I stayed initially, the friendship, 

love and sheer entertainment 

provided by fellow members have kept 

me here.  When I started as a lector we 

used to prepare an introduction to the 

first reading which sometimes turned 

into a min sermon. When I started as 

financial reviewer Ray used to write the 

cash book up by hand and by the time I 

took over as treasurer everything was 

automated on Xero. Nothing much has 

changed for thurifers. Thanks to Eric’s 

patience I learnt to sing bass and I am 

grateful for the wide range of church 

music I have learned under both Eric 

and Mark. Just waiting for Mark to 

teach us the Alan Bullard version of 

Surgens Jesu. 

 My favourite food is South Indian, 

my favourite flower is sweet pea, my 

favourite means of travel is ocean liner, 

my favourite means of exercise is walk-

ing (not tramping), my favourite place 

in Wellington is a toss up between is 

the City Library and Oriental Bay. 

VEIL  OVER LIGHT  —  A  REVIEW  

Veil Over the Light is a book of spir-

itual writings by Joy Cowley. It includes 

reflections, stories and poems which 

blend into a book that asks to be read 

slowly and thoughtfully. 

It starts with an interview with Joy 

Cowley by Michael Fitzsimons. Joy is a 

celebrated writer of children’s stories. 

She believes that writing for children 

is not so far away from spiritual writ-

ing: “Young children have a natural 

awareness of the spiritual realm. I 

didn’t outgrow that and it found mean-

ing in religious teaching. I write about 

spiritual matters because that is the 

world I live in.” 

Perhaps the chapter entitled A Per-

sonal Creed is the very heart of Veil 

Over the Light. Here Joy writes of her 

basic beliefs. She expands on the 

quote from John Keats, -- “This earth  

is the vale of soul-making” by explain-

ing that things that seem random, 

mistaken, tragic even, are all im-

portant for growth for… soul-making. 

“People who describe soul growth as 

a spiral, are probably right,” she 

writes. “It seems to me that we go 

through the journey again and again 

but each time at a different level.” 

See what I mean? The thoughts in 

this book need to be savoured, rolled 

around in your mind, and left to      

mature. 

Her take on some of the Bible’s sto-

ries – Jonah and the Whale, for in-

stance – can make you chuckle. Oth-

ers, like the piece on Resurrection 

gives examples of people we all know. 

In her chapter on What to do when the 

Well is Dry she gives her thoughts on 

those times when the spiritual well 

seems bone dry – when we’ve experi-

enced pain and loss, when busyness 

dictates our day or when we seem to 

be stagnating.    

And so it goes on – lovely metaphors 

like the patchwork quilt where the 

patches of our lives can be colourful, 

smooth, delicate, dark, rough or awk-

ward. Intergrated, these experiences 

can be called reconciliation. As the 

quilt grows so does the soul. 

Joy def ines fundamental ism 

(whether Islamic, Biblical or Canon 

Law) as the beginnings of growth in 

faith – the religious ground in which 

people are planted. “We need to 

leave the ground and grow towards 

God’s light.”  I liked the way she 

quotes words of wisdom from differ-

ent religious traditions --  from a Jew-

ish rabbi, a Benedictine monk, a 

Christian priest, a Greek abbot.  

She defines God as the unity, the 

intelligence, the energy that makes 

the whole beautiful design operate. 

She likes to call it “The Way” – a 

pilgrimage of growth, rather than 

Christianity. She defines conversion 

as a lifelong process; compassion as 

loving kindness; mysticism as quan-

tum theory; suffering as human 

growth and covenant as a binding 

vow or love. 

Judith Doyle 
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THANKS TO THE REV AN NETTE 

When I discovered that Rev      An-

nette Cater was to be our interim 

priest in charge I made some enquir-

ies and became somewhat apprehen-

sive.  No one who I knew who knew 

Annette thought she would be a good 

match for us. We did not have much 

experience with woman priests and 

maybe some of our congregation 

would baulk at such an innovation. 

I arranged to meet Annette at the 

church the Thursday before she was 

due to start and while waiting was 

playing the organ.  Annette walked in 

and my first thought was: Thank god 

she is quite tall, we won’t have to 

take up all the chasubles! 

 Because I was playing the organ 

she came up and said ” you must be 

Mark”. I so wanted to say yes!  and 

then run down the whole parish. But I 

am a responsible warden, so I for-

bore. 

In retrospect I should have done it.  

No-one had told me about Annette’s sense of humour, 

and that sense of fun and mischief has been the out-

standing characteristic of her time with us  -the stream of 

jokes from the pulpit, the enjoyment 

of our little (liturgical) ways, the in-

teractions with Bethany and her dis-

tinctive laugh echoing through the 

church. 

    Of course she stole our hearts 

and after eighteen months it seems 

impossible to imagine St B’s without 

her. From the first Sunday the parish 

was enraptured and right away we 

began to think “is this the one? “ 

Alas not. But although we are sad, 

we are not very sad because we are 

God’s children and we know we will 

not be abandoned. 

    So we store up in our hearts the 

pictures we have of Annette:  trying 

to say mass with Bethany dancing in 

and out, of Annette’s infectious 

laugh, of the endless procession of 

homey stories that translate into 

biblical truths,  

    Annette you have changed us, 

lightened our spirit, and made us 

grow a little.  We thank you greatly and hope that you will 

remember us fondly 

                    Ngā manaakitanga Annette, Ka kite anō 

MAKING THE CAKE FOR CHRISTMAS  

PARISH MEETING —  SAT  16  FEBRUARY 9 -11 .30AM 

The nominators invite parishioners to a discussion on Saturday 16 February  9-11.30AM (with coffee, tea and croissants) in 

the Parish Lounge.  We will discuss where we are now as a parish and options for the future using the key ideas from a   

Vestry and Nominators discussion in 2018.  The Vestry and Nominators would very much welcome your input. 

On the 2nd day before Advent, the church stirred up a 

Christmas Cake during the Rev Annette’s sermon. We 

thought about the ingredients and where they had come 

from.  The eggs were from our two hens, Peggy and Joan 

– one week’s worth of laying. Then there was the flour, 

the spices, the died fruits, brandy, and so on.  All of 

these had separate journeys to get to the mixing bowl, 

and each brought a different flavour to the mix.  

As we stirred the ingredients, we considered what we 

can achieve when we work together. And of course, the 

outcome of that joint-effort was a delicious cake, which 

we enjoyed at the Christmas morning tea.  Like the loaves 

and   fishes,  even  after the party-                                     

goers   had  their  fill,   there  was                                         

plenty left for the church lunch on                                 

Christmas Day. 

Bill Gaynor 



PREPARING FOR CHRISTIMAS REPORTS 

elbow, all with one aim in mind—to make our church fit 

for the arrival of the Lord.  In this endeavour, parishion-

ers were joined by members of the Korean congregation 

who hold regular Sunday services at St. B’s.  Many 

hands do indeed make light work.  Thanks to   everyone 

for taking time out of an inevitably busy weekend to care 

for our community and spiritual space. 

Kate Churchill, Tom Brown 

SERVICES 
From Sunday 30 December through to Sunday 27 January 2019 

there will be only the 10AM service.  Normal services, Superkidz and 

musical madness resumes Sunday 03 February. 

 

 

SAINTS/FEAST DAYS 
1st    The Naming and Circumcision  

          of Jesus 

6th    The  Epiphany 

25      The Conversion of Paul 

P A R I S H  
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Priest-in-Charge  
Reverend Annette Cater 
021-187-0727 
revannette@gmail.com 
 
Priest Assistants 
Fr. John Mullis 
021-167-5668 
johnmullis1@gmail.com 
 
Fr. David Tannock 
(04) 386-3836 
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Director of Music 
Mark Dorrell 
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mwdorrell@hotmail.com 
 
Bishop’s Warden 
Michael Doherty 
022-404-1152 
michaelvobiscum@gmail.com 
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Ann Coffey 
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Youth Group 
Ruben Laurensen 
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Bulletin Editor 
Cathy Downes 
021-051-0009 
gwytherstick@gmail.com 

REMEMBER THESE DATES  

Community Carol Sing 

In early December, the Parish hosted a carol singing 

event for the local community.  It was very well attended, 

and offered a great opportunity for locals to join in the 

reason for the season with beautiful and joyous hymns 

and carols that the season has  inspired from composers 

throughout the ages.  The event was hugely supported 

musically by St. B’s Director of   Music, Mark Dorrell and 

with hospitality by Stephanie, Anthea and Marie.    
 

Church Clean Up Day 

On Saturday 15th Dec, dusters flew, vacuum cleaners 

sucked, rags polished, brooms swept, clippers clipped.  

Behind each was a determined and energetic face and 

CHRISTMAS DAY FEAST! 

Hans Speckaert (1570-1577) Conversion  

of St Paul on the Road to Damascus 

What a memorable Feast Day it was! 

It began as a simple gesture of shar-

ing lunch with others on Christmas 

Day and grew into a most memorable 

occasion. Around 40 gathered for 

drinks and nibbles after the 10am 

mass and 17 of us were seated for a 

decadent and truly delicious 3-course 

Christmas Day feast!l 

To quote dear Ngaire: “It’s not just 

the food, it’s the ambience!” 

Tables and tree were decorated and 

a menu prepared ahead of time, but 

we didn’t anticipate the level of oth-

ers’ generosity who weren’t able to 

stay for the meal. 

Here’s a few words from Don as a 

t h a n k  y o u  t o  M a r g a r e t : 

“Your Christmas trifles were deli-

cious, full of summer berries, great 

jellies, custard and Santa's secret. 

And you didn't stay for us to enjoy 

your company and your crea-

tions… By good luck, I have some 

left over trifle that Tim and I en-

joyed today." 

In some ways it was like the old 

fashioned family Christmas family 

meal - with everyone relishing the 

occasion just by being there. From 

stirring the gravy in the kitchen to 

leading one of the many graces or 

sitting at the table enjoying the buzz 

and joy of our first Christmas Day 

lunch at SBs. 

Thanks to everyone who donated food items 

for Christmas donation to the  

Wellington City Mission.   

Next donation will be in Lent. 


