
St Barnabas's, Roseneath, Wellington  

Several times in his career fire spelt opportunity for Clcre  

- most notably when St Mary of the Angels was destroyed  

in May 1918. St Andrew's on The Terrace was burnt down  

two years later and Clere won the commission to replace  

that church too. On 19 January 1924 the little church of St  

Barnabas was severely damaged in the same way. It is not  

certain whether the vestry consulted Ioshua Charlesworth   

the architect, but as St Barnabas's had been an insignificant  

commission 25 years back it was probably the natural thing  

to seek the advice of Clere as diocesan architect. Clere did  

have some personal acquaintance with the church, since in  

1907 he had been called in to design a bell-tower and porch. 

When St Barnabas's vestry attended an emergency meeting  

on the day after the fire the vicar reported the 'apparently  

total desltruction'of the church and 'contents, except for the  

communion plate and linen which he had managed to save."  

Early in 1924 the vestry approved the plans and  specifications  

for the restoration Clere recommended as a viable alternative  

to rebuilding. The project had a bad start, hampered by a  

railway strike, the Easter holidays, bad weather and the  

discovery- that the totara piles were in a poor state and had  

to be replaced. However, the restoration was marked by little  

acts of generosity and goodwill like the donation of their  

Lenten offering (£3/9/8) by the congregation of St Alban's,  

Eastbourne and the vicar's gift of a new pulpit and prayer  

desk in memory of his wife.  

The church was reopened and consecrated in August 1924,  

seven months after the fire and after major restoration. The  

roof had to be virtually reconstructed. Clere may have used  

Charleswor th's design, but Charlesworth's plans have  

disappeared and no photographs of the interior before 1924  

have been found. Differing from other Clere designs, it is an  

;arch-braced roof with collar-beams and vertical braces  

above - a solid structure, rather heavy in effect. The interior  

was relined with rimu and furnished with a chancel screen  

which was essentially a simple frame of seven pointed and  

cusped arches that spanned the nave and stood 8 feet six  

inches high from the floor to the apex of the central arch.  

This screen was removed in 1964.  

At the east end a three-light window replaced Charles-  

worth's. Clere used the lancet forms that Charlesworth  

employed in the nave, omitting the exterior hood moulds.  

The fire appears to have left the belfry untouched'; it gets no  

mention in accounts of the restoration. On the south side  

of the chancel Clere added a vestry 18 feet by 8 feet whose  

square-headed windows underlined its utilitarian role. Most  

of the furnishings were replaced after the fire, but the  

blackened lectern was renovated and preserved as a reminder  

of the disaster.  

St Barnabas's today is much as it was, in 1924. Its life was  

prolonged by restoration in 1964 and more recently in 1986  

when the work included returning the belfry to its original  

size and shape. Its high church sympathies give St Barnabas's  

a special place on the Wellington scene.  
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